
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writer/director Joanna Hogg’s fourth feature, The 
Souvenir premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, 
where it won the World Cinema Grand Jury Prize: 
Dramatic. Based on Hogg’s experiences in 1980s 
London, it tells of a young upper middle class 
woman, Julie (Honor Swinton Byrne), an aspiring 
filmmaker whose energies are divided between 
finding her path to creative self-expression and her 
relationship with a charismatic older man, Anthony 
(Tom Burke).  
 
Hogg began making notes for the film in 1988 but 
put it aside because, as she told The New Yorker, ‘I 
didn’t feel like I knew enough to be able to tell a 
story about him. I didn’t realise at the time that I 
could tell a story about me.’ After several decades 
working as a TV director, then writing and 
directing films, Hogg let go of the notion that she 
had to understand Anthony’s point of view and 
began work on the film from her perspective. 
 
Screenplays and storyboards don’t feature in 
Hogg’s creative process, saying in a Film at Lincoln 
Center interview that scripted dialogue ‘doesn’t 
really sing … it doesn’t have the life that I want’. 
‘There’s so much else to a film and a lot of that is 

what counts,’ she told Seventh Row. ‘The most 
interesting thing to me [is] body language and 
how people interact on screen.’ Instead, her 
method is to write a detailed story document, 
which she discusses with her cast, then directs by 
outlining what’s going to happen in a scene, 
filming improvisation, and suggesting 
modifications for successive takes. However, for 
The Souvenir, some phrases spoken during the real 
events remained so clear in her memory that she 
asked the actors to include them. 
 
Julie’s mother is played by Tilda Swinton, winner of 
over 60 acting awards to date, including an Oscar 
for Michael Clayton (2007). Friends since boarding 
school, a then-unknown Swinton starred in Hogg’s 
film school graduation short Caprice (1986). After 
searching extensively for someone to play Julie, 
Hogg cast Tilda’s real-life daughter, Honor Swinton 
Byrne, just two weeks before shooting began. With 
no plans to be an actor and on a gap year before 
university, it was during 
an unrelated conversation 
that Hogg recognised 
something of herself in 
Swinton Byrne – someone 
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naïveté’ – Rebecca Mead, The New Yorker. 
 
The Souvenir was shot in story order on an old 
airfield in Norfolk. Hogg’s ’80s Knightsbridge flat 
was recreated in a hangar, with its views 
painstakingly reconstructed by digitally 
combining her old photographs. Her real 
possessions were used on set, and original items 
of her clothing were worn by Swinton Byrne. Her 
films and photographs from the time provided 
the inspiration for the film’s slight colour 
desaturation. 
 
Hogg always thought the story should be told in 
two parts, and The Souvenir: Part II is now in 
post-production for release in 2020. 

who was creative and unused to being in front of a 
camera – and realised she had found Julie. 
 
Hogg was certain of Tom Burke early in the casting 
process. RADA trained, his extensive stage, film, 
and TV credits include lead roles in BBC 
adaptations of The Musketeers, War & Peace, and 
Strike, the next series of which has already been 
filmed for broadcast in 2020. His preparation for 
The Souvenir included detailed conversations with 
Hogg about the story, as well as access to letters, 
diaries, notes, and photographs. His immersion in 
the character extended to absorbing Anthony’s 
voice from a recording Hogg gave him. Conversely, 
Swinton Byrne was not given the story, arriving on 
set each day unaware of what was going to 
happen in ‘a strategic replication of Hogg’s original 

 

You may also like… 
Ai Weiwei: Yours Truly 
Tue 12 Nov | Chapel Arts Centre | 8:45pm 
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Ai Weiwei is not only one of the most famous Chinese artists 
but also one of the most controversial. His commitment to art 
and politics is encapsulated in this imaginative and powerful 
documentary, which focuses on his transformation of Alcatraz 
into a socially engaging work of art. Together with curator 
Cheryl Haines, he incorporates his personal experiences with 
political imprisonment into the creation of a testament to the 
theme of freedom in an unjust world, and the ability to find 
profound human connections in unlikely places. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 A year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival, shown monthly (from January to May and 
September to December) at the stylish Walcot House, with 
an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. A wonderful 
opportunity to watch mind-expanding films together and 
then talk about the film afterwards. 
  
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


