
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After spending several years travelling around the 
South Pacific, Tyler Nilsen decided to channel his 
love for storytelling into the visual medium of film. 
Alongside his long-time friend and collaborator 
Michael Schwartz, the pair have directed their first 
original feature, The Peanut Butter Falcon. 
 
Although the film appears on the surface to be 
simply a heartwarming adventure story, it is 
incredibly important on a deeper level thanks to its 
accurate representation of individuals with 
disabilities. The lead role is played by newcomer 
Zack Gottsagen, who, like his character, has 
Down’s syndrome. The film also stars Shia LaBeouf 
(Transformers (2007), Fury (2014), American Honey 
(2016)) and Dakota Johnson (Fifty Shades of Grey 
(2015), A Bigger Splash (2015), Suspiria (2018)). 
 
The tale centres around Zak – also known as The 
Peanut Butter Falcon – who resides in a care home 
where he receives support for his disability. After 
growing tired of the home’s regular, monotonous 
lifestyle, Zak decides to chase his dream of 
becoming a professional wrestler, inspired by his 
idol, the Salt Walter Redneck (Thomas Haden 
Church) – who, coincidentally, runs a coveted 

wrestling school in another state. In an attempt to 
make his dream a reality, Zak escapes the home 
and embarks on a journey to follow in the 
footsteps of his hero. He encounters Tyler 
(LaBeouf), also on the run for his own personal 
cause. As they sail away from North Carolina to 
better lives, the pair develop a close bond. 
 
Although the narrative is totally fictional, the 
directing duo drew inspiration from Gottsagen’s 
own life. The concept of the film came after Nilsen 
and Schwartz met him at a Los Angeles camp for 
people with disabilities, where he was attending an 
acting workshop. They learned of Zack’s talents 
and ambition to become a movie star, and so 
began crafting the script with him in mind, 
shaping it around his interests and experiences. 
 
Their thorough collaboration and research is 
reflected in the authenticity of the film, which was 
honoured by the Ruderman Family Foundation, a 
philanthropic organisation 
supporting the inclusion 
of people with disabilities 
in society. They awarded it 
their Seal of Authentic 
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O’Malley, RogerEbert.com) with ‘a rhythm that 
harks back to the ragged romanticism of a Huck 
Finn adventure, a time when outlaws were 
armed with charm’ – Wendy Ide, The Observer. 
 
Not just a joyous viewing experience, the film’s 
success has the ability to open doors and create a 
platform for a new wave of diverse and talented 
individuals who often go unrecognised in the 
film industry. 
 

Representation for accurate depictions of people 
with disabilities, the first time it has been awarded 
to a feature film. 
 
The Peanut Butter Falcon premiered earlier this 
year at the SXSW Film Festival, where it won the 
Audience Award in the Narrative Spotlight 
category. Since then it has screened at other 
international festivals – such as Nantucket, 
Deauville, and London – where it has received 
nominations and prizes across a variety of 
categories. Critics have delivered positive reviews, 
describing it as ‘eccentric and exuberant’ (Sheila 

 

You may also like… 
Shooting the Mafia 
Mon 11 Nov | Little Theatre Cinema | 6pm 
Kim Longinotto | Ireland, USA | 2019 | 94m | 18 tbc | subtitles  
 
 
Kim Longinotto is one of the UK’s most ambitious 
documentary directors. Her latest examination of a less-visited 
life focuses on Letizia Battaglia, who has spent four decades 
photographing the deeds of the Mafia. This has made her the 
target of murder attempts, and a hero to locals, who are less 
than enamoured of a Mafia-led existence. The film covers both 
her chequered personal life and the effects of her work on the 
Mafia’s grip, showing the consequences of unlimited 
dictatorship and one woman’s retaliation. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


