
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directed by Lisa Barros D’Sa and Glenn Leyburn, 
romantic drama Ordinary Love follows the lives of 
a normal middle-aged couple upon the wife’s 
diagnosis of breast cancer. Exploring the tests of 
an everyday, long-term relationship, this is a film 
about love and the unexpected difficulties any 
couple might experience. 
 
Barros D’Sa and Leyburn previously co-directed 
drama Cherrybomb (2009) and the BAFTA-
nominated Good Vibrations (2013) about the 
Belfast punk rock scene. These films bear little 
resemblance to the normality portrayed within 
Ordinary Love, which is ‘an understated, 
exceptionally performed look at a very real 
relationship going through one of the hardest 
times a couple can go through’ – Andrew Gaudion, 
The Hollywood News. Speaking to TIFF Talks, 
Barros D’Sa noted how the film ‘wasn’t a cancer 
story so much as a love story, and one that felt like 
it had a lot of fresh insights into a long-term 
relationship – which is really the kind of 
relationship that we don’t see so often portrayed.’ 
 
Tom and Joan’s playful relationship is depicted by 
two accomplished actors, Liam Neeson and Lesley 

Manville. Neeson’s extensive credits include the 
lead role in Schindler’s List (1993), for which he was 
Oscar nominated, and action franchise Taken 
(2008–2014). Manville was Oscar nominated for her 
performance in Phantom Thread (2017) and 
regularly appears in Mike Leigh’s films, including 
Oscar nominees Vera Drake (2004) and Mr. Turner 
(2014). 
 
‘Having two actors like Neeson and Manville as 
your leads certainly goes a long way to enabling 
this drama to land with the requisite level of 
feeling,’ writes Gaudion. Yet while ‘there’s a push 
and pull between two great actors that keeps the 
air between them charged,’ (Monica Castillo, 
RogerEbert.com), it is their ‘completely convincing 
and impressively lived-in work’ (David Nusair, Reel 
Film Reviews) that ‘gives Ordinary Love its quiet, 
but sometimes overwhelming, power’ – Jack 
Blackwell, One Room with a View. 
 
Ordinary Love originated 
as a screenplay by Owen 
McCafferty, which he 
derived from a personal 
story of his wife’s 
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home, and yet still be balanced with the 
underlying playfulness and love so prevalent 
within this film. Indeed, Ordinary Love is 
ultimately depicting a love story, as Barros D’Sa 
described to Women and Hollywood: ‘I’d like 
people to feel heartened by the potential for 
human connection that we celebrate in the film. 
It’s about a love that lasts, and a bond that 
survives change and loss to become deeper, 
without losing its humour and sparkle.’ 

experience with breast cancer. ‘All I wanted to do 
was to show the normality of that process in two 
people’s lives,’ McCafferty told TIFF Talks – the 
notion that ‘anything can happen to anybody.’ 
Barros D’Sa added that ‘we thought that the script 
really honoured both those dark things that we all 
have to go through, but also the warmth and the 
humour that we bring to those in everyday life.’ 
 
Essentially, what an audience must take from 
Ordinary Love is the normality of this situation – 
how dark times such as this may infiltrate any 
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You may also like… 
Women of Ryazan / Baby ryazanskie 
Fri 15 Nov | Christ Church | 7pm 
Olga Preobrazhenskaya | Soviet Union | 1927 | 88m | subtitles  
 
 
Accompanied with live improvised organ music by David 
Bednall, this beautifully filmed silent drama is the 
masterpiece of Olga Preobrazhenskaya, one of the world’s first 
female directors. Its humanistic narrative portrays characters 
as individual people, rather than the social archetypes found 
in the polemics of Eisenstein or Pudovkin. The story is 
microcosmic and anthropological, although intimations of 
WW1 and the 1917 revolution are always present. A rare 
chance to catch a compelling glimpse of Russia on the cusp 
of seismic change. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


