
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abe Forsythe previously made a name for himself 
in his native Australia as a wearer of many hats – 
writing, directing, producing, and starring in 
various television and film productions. As the 
writer-director of the horror-comedy Little 
Monsters he is on his way to cementing his place 
on the international stage as well. This 
Australia/US/UK coproduction premiered at the 
2019 Sundance Film Festival and was selected for 
the Thrill Strand at the 2019 BFI London Film 
Festival.  
 
The story behind Little Monsters was ‘inspired by 
Forsythe’s young son’s real-life kindergarten 
teacher’ – Screen Daily. Dave (Alexander England) 
is a washed-up musician who volunteers to 
chaperone his nephew’s kindergarten class field 
trip after taking a serious liking to charming and 
fearless school teacher Miss Caroline (Lupita 
Nyong’o). Dave’s intentions are complicated by the 
presence of the world’s most famous kids’ show 
personality – and competition for Miss Caroline’s 
affections – Teddy McGiggle (Josh Gad). 
 
One thing none of them bargained for, however, is 
a sudden zombie outbreak. Will Dave rise to the 

occasion and have a chance at Miss Caroline’s 
heart, or will the zombies get there first? 
 
The film has received positive reviews, with critics 
praising Nyong’o’s performance in particular, 
which Michael Roffman at Consequence of Sound 
describes as ‘calm, calculated, and incredibly 
relatable, not too dissimilar to Jamie Lee Curtis 
way, way back in the ’70s’. Shaun Munro of 
Flickering Myth describes the film as a rom-zom-
com which ‘succeeds as a zany, genre-tinged 
character comedy’, while John Anderson in The 
Wall Street Journal comments, ‘is this Bergman? 
Fellini? George Romero? No, but it’s alarmingly fun 
(and profane, and gory) and Nyong’o is a delight.’ 
 
Lupita Nyong’o most recently starred in another 
horror film, Jordan Peele’s Us (2019), fighting a 
family of murderous doppelgangers. She has 
previously played Nakia in Marvel’s hugely 
successful Black Panther (2018) and the CGI 
character Maz Kanata in 
Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens (2015) and Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi (2017). 
Her feature film debut, as 

Australia, UK, USA | 2019 | 94m | 15 
Director: Abe Forsythe 
Starring: Lupita Nyong'o, Josh Gad, Alexander England 
 
Plus: Pleased to Eat You! | Adrian Hedgecock | UK | 7m 
 Little Monsters 

 

 

Little Monsters 

 

by Lorraine Jones 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2017), and for his roles in Murder on the Orient 
Express (2017) and Marshall (2017). 
 
Little Monsters comes from the production team 
behind cult chillers The Guest (2014), You’re Next 
(2011), and the 2016 Blair Witch remake, with 
special effects from the Oscar-winning studio 
behind Mad Max: Fury Road (2015). Drawing 
inevitable comparisons to similar genre films 
such as Shaun of the Dead (2004) and 
Zombieland (2009), the film has been described 
as ‘festival midnight line-up gold … gory 
irreverent, hilarious, and downright electric’ – 
Perri Nemiroff, Collider. 

Patsey in 12 Years a Slave (2013), earned Nyong’o 
an Oscar for Best Supporting Actress as well as 
multiple accolades including the Screen Actors 
Guild Award, the Critics’ Choice Award, and the 
New Hollywood Award at the 2013 Hollywood Film 
Awards. 
 
Since graduating from Victoria College of the Arts 
in 2009, Alexander Garland has had roles in 
numerous Australian TV productions and 
appeared in the films Gods of Egypt (2016) and 
Alien: Covenant (2017). Josh Gad is best known as 
the voice of Olaf in Disney’s Frozen (2013), LeFou in 
their live-action remake of Beauty and the Beast 
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You may also like… 
System Crasher / Systemsprenger 
Mon 11 Nov | Chapel Arts Centre | 6pm 
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To say Benni is angry is like saying the Niagara Falls are quite 
wet. She is a raging torrent of pain, fury, and terror, expressed 
in a volcanic scream of incandescent hatred. Benni is a nine-
year-old girl, beyond even the skill and experience of the 
German social care system. Nothing and no one can 
withstand her – until one person may see a way through. A 
compassionate view of a child’s trauma, with an extraordinary 
performance by Helena Zengel as Benni. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 A year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival, shown monthly (from January to May and 
September to December) at the stylish Walcot House, with 
an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. A wonderful 
opportunity to watch mind-expanding films together and 
then talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


