
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take the sweet charm of Notting Hill (1999), mix it 
with the script from Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind (2004), add a touch of Westworld, 
and this delightful French comedy is the end 
result. La Belle Époque tells the story of Victor, an 
elderly man who is very much a product of the 
past – before bed, he prefers a book, whilst his wife 
Marianne amuses herself with a VR experience. 
When the conflict between the two eventually 
boils over and Victor is thrown out, he is offered 
the perfect opportunity – a company that 
reimagines the past with actors and extravagant 
sets, with Victor as the leading man. Victor chooses 
to relive 1974, the time he first met Marianne, and 
what follows is a cleverly captivating tale of love 
and nostalgia. 
 
Before La Belle Époque, auteur Nicolas Bedos had 
worked on various French films and TV 
programmes as an actor, writer, and director. He 
cowrote The Players (2012), a collection of short 
sketches focusing on two male leads and their 
comedic sexual encounters. He made his 
directorial feature debut with Mr & Mrs Adelman 
(2017), which he cowrote with partner Doria Tillier, 
with both also starring as the lead characters. Tillier 

returns in La Belle Époque to play Margot, who has 
the part of the young Marianne in the elaborate 
production of Victor’s memories. 
 
The film features an impressive cast. Daniel 
Auteuil, known for Jean de Florette (1986), The 
Closet (2001), and Michael Haneke’s Hidden / 
Caché (2005), plays Victor. Guillaume Canet, best 
known internationally for his role in The Beach 
(2000), is Antoine, the director and puppetmaster 
of Victor’s personal production. Fanny Ardent, the 
talented award-winning actress from 8 Women 
(2002), plays Marianne. 
 
Being the son of popular French comedian Guy 
Bedos, and having some comedic experience 
himself, Bedos is no stranger to humorous 
environments. When combined with his theatrical 
experience, La Belle Époque becomes a film that is 
both sophisticated and hilarious. ‘True to French 
farce traditions, a host of obstacles present 
themselves, and many are 
laugh-out-loud funny,’ 
wrote Todd McCarthy in 
The Hollywood Reporter. 
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and innumerable other modern conveniences’. 
 
As such, La Belle Époque pertinently questions 
our modern culture, touching on ‘ideas more 
specifically relevant to our confusing times, 
where everything seems to become 
dematerialised and omnipresent machines are 
doing everything for us’ – Cineuropa. 

On a basic level, the film is a high-concept 
romantic comedy, but it delves into ideas and 
themes that extend beyond its genre. Bedos 
creates a world where, thanks to money and 
technology, our deepest desires are entirely 
possible. Popularised by TV shows like Black Mirror, 
this critique of modern technological culture is 
very much trending in the film and television 
industry. As McCarthy notes, ‘the film stays in the 
1970s re-creation long enough to let you seriously 
ponder whether life really might have been better 
in the era before cellphones, laptops and texting 
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You may also like… 
The Orphanage / Parwareshghah 
Wed 13 Nov | Odeon | 8pm 
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Afghanistan, 1989: teenager Qodratollah is selling cinema 
tickets at an inflated price when he is snagged by the police 
and taken to an orphanage-cum-borstal. Our hero realises his 
only chance is to form alliances if he doesn’t want to be 
bullied into submission. All the while, his passion for 
Bollywood films allows him to escape into an imaginary world 
where his fantasies come true as musical numbers. Writer-
director Shahrbanoo Sadat’s second feature is part of a 
planned five-film series inspired by her friend’s diaries. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


