
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Days of the Bagnold Summer is a ‘poignant’, 
‘gentle’ (Katherine McLaughlin, Sight & Sound) 
coming-of-age comedy that tells the story of an 
introverted heavy-metal-obsessed teenager and 
his middle-aged mother. It premiered at the 
Locarno Film Festival in August, before making its 
UK debut in October at the London Film Festival. 
 
Daniel Bagnold (played by Earl Cave, son of 
musician Nick Cave) has long been looking 
forward to a summer holiday with his father and 
new stepmother at their home in Florida. His plans 
unexpectedly go awry when the trip is cancelled, 
facing him with the prospect of six weeks at home 
in the UK with his mother, Sue (Monica Dolan), and 
only his love of Metallica for comfort. Mother and 
son have drifted apart, so Sue tries to rebuild the 
bond with her son over the course of the summer. 
Will the keen historian and librarian find common 
ground with her disinterested, mood-swinging 
son? 
 
This is the feature directorial debut of British actor 
Simon Bird, best known for playing Will McKenzie 
in Channel 4 comedy The Inbetweeners and its 
film sequels, The Inbetweeners Movie (2011) and 

The Inbetweeners 2 (2014). Adapted from the 
acclaimed 2012 graphic novel by Joff Winterhart, it 
was written for the screen by Lisa Owens, Bird’s 
wife. 
 
‘The book opens with the line, “When someone 
looks back and writes a history of this summer, two 
people they will almost certainly leave out are Sue 
and Daniel Bagnold”’, Bird told Screen Daily. 
Speaking about his choice of lead actors, he said 
he ‘wanted faces that people wouldn’t necessarily 
be familiar with. Earl came through the audition 
process. He was a no-brainer, he’s brilliant beyond 
his years. He managed to make the character very 
watchable – you could see the person who’s there 
beneath the swearing and shouting’. 
 
The film marks Cave’s first leading role. Monica 
Dolan, on the other hand, is a veteran of stage and 
screen. She won an Olivier Award for her 
performance in a stage adaptation of the 1950 film 
All About Eve, and her 
film credits include Alan 
Partridge: Alpha Papa 
(2012), Pride (2014), and 
Eye in the Sky (2015). On 
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supported by a strong cast of British actors, 
including Rob Brydon as Daniel’s history teacher 
and potential love interest for Sue, Alice Lowe as 
Daniel’s savvy aunt, and Tamsin Greig as their 
hippie-ish next-door neighbour. 
 
The film features a soundtrack by indie stalwarts 
Belle and Sebastian, including 11 new songs and 
some instrumentals. Pitchfork’s Zoe Dubno 
opined that ‘when you have Belle and Sebastian 
soundtrack your film, there’s likely a particular 
sound you’re after, and the band doesn’t 
disappoint.’ 

TV she has appeared in everything from literary 
adaptation Wolf Hall to sitcom W1A, and in 2012 
won a BAFTA for her portrayal of Rose West in ITV’s 
Appropriate Adult. 
 
Talking to Cineuropa, Bird explained why he chose 
to adapt a book that features characters atypical 
from those normally portrayed on screen: ‘I like the 
fact that this is a film about two really ordinary 
people who would never usually have a movie 
made about their lives, and who are sort of totally 
overlooked within their own lives.’ Although Cave 
and Dolan are the core of the film, they are 

 

Preview screening courtesy of Altitude 
 
You may also like… 
Making Waves: The Art of Cinematic Sound 
Sun 17 Nov | Little Theatre Cinema | 10:45am 
Midge Costin | USA | 2019 | 95m | 12  
 
 
It is easy to forget that films are composed of sight and sound 
– we always focus on the looking, not the listening. 
Fortunately, this authoritative and compelling documentary 
redresses that balance, with a wide range of examples from 
films you love and films you’ve never heard of, illustrating the 
importance of sound as well as revealing the means by which 
it is achieved. Those appearing are the crème de la crème, 
such as Spielberg, Lucas, Lynch, Nolan, Redford, and 
Streisand. You’ll never listen to films the same way again. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


