
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

François Ozon is one of the most prominent 
working directors in French cinema, with an 
extensive filmography including 8 Women (2002), 
Swimming Pool (2003), Young and Beautiful (2013), 
and Frantz (2016). Considered to be one of the 
most important directors of the new ‘New Wave’, 
his latest film, By the Grace of God, is a departure 
from style. It is an intimate look at ‘the most 
serious scandal to hit the Catholic Church in 
France’ (The Guardian), made with deliberate 
assurance and a quiet sense of indignation. The 
film’s story came about after Ozon was ‘looking to 
make a new film about three or four middle-aged 
men showing their emotions and “masculine 
fragility”’ – The Guardian. 
 
The film premiered at the 2019 Berlin International 
Film Festival, where it won the Silver Bear. The 
story is based on the real-life experiences of the 
victims of Bernard Preynat, a former Catholic priest 
charged with abusing over 70 children over a 
period of three decades. At the time of filming the 
case had only recently come to court, with the 
verdict being unknown until after the film’s 
premiere. 
  

Efforts have been made by the Catholic Church to 
block the release of the film, giving credence to its 
factual basis and its power to influence public 
opinion. In an interview with The Guardian, Ozon 
comments that it was ‘naïve to think there 
wouldn’t be any attempts to stop it coming out. 
There was huge tension over the court case and 
we really didn’t know if the film could be released. 
The judgment was on the Tuesday; the film was 
due out on the Wednesday. We only knew the 
decision the night before.’ 
  
The main protagonist is Alexandre Guérin (Melvil 
Poupaud), a devout Catholic living in Lyon with his 
wife and five children. He is spurred to action after 
discovering that the priest who abused him as a 
boy is still working with children. With the aid of 
two other adult victims, François (Denis Ménochet) 
and Emmanuel (Swann Arlaud), Alexandre makes 
it his personal mission to avenge this wrong by 
exposing the Catholic Church’s attempts at cover 
up through their ‘code of 
silence’ that continues to 
protect priests to this day. 
This method of coping 
with the unsavoury 
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Archdiocese of Lyon. 
  
Most of the dialogue is taken verbatim from 
press and legal statements made by the real 
Barbarin and Preynat, with Ozon saying he ‘felt 
an immense sense of responsibility to be 
scrupulously true to the victims’ stories’ – The 
Guardian. The film’s title was taken from a 
response given by Cardinal Barbarin when 
questioned about his inaction regarding 
Preynat’s abuse: ‘By the grace of God most of 
these cases are now out of date’ and thus beyond 
the statute of limitations for legal action. 
Thankfully, in this instance, justice has prevailed. 

aspects of life also extends to members of the 
victims’ own families, who think it easier to let 
sleeping dogs lie than stir up what they view as 
unnecessary trouble. As one victim’s devout 
Catholic father insensitively states, ‘we all have our 
problems.’ 
  
The names of the abused have been changed to 
protect the innocent, but in keeping with the film’s 
documentary style the names of the abusers 
remain the same. Bernard Verley plays the role of 
the disgraced priest, while François Marthouret 
takes on the role of Cardinal Barbarin, who was 
charged and convicted of failing to report the 
abuse, and has since lost his status as leader of the 
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Alice is a mother, wife, and all round good person, happily 
married to a charming and popular man. When he leaves the 
house one day and doesn’t come back, she discovers that he 
has taken all their money with no intention of returning. 
Faced with financial ruin and the potential loss of her home, 
she applies for a job at the call girl agency her husband had 
been secretly visiting. This is a light and witty look at an 
ordinary woman’s extreme method of liberating herself from 
an unwanted predicament. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


