
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pamela B Green’s documentary reveals the full 
scope of the life and work of cinema’s first female 
director, screenwriter, producer, and studio owner, 
Alice Guy-Blaché. Narrated by Jodie Foster, the film 
explores the heights of fame and financial success 
Guy-Blaché achieved before she was shut out from 
the industry she helped create. 
 
Alice Guy-Blaché started her career as a secretary 
to Léon Gaumont. Aged just 23, she was inspired to 
make her own film, La fée aux choux / The 
Cabbage Fairy (1896), one of the first narrative 
films ever made, and the first film by a female 
director. After her filmmaking career at Gaumont 
(1896–1907), she had a second decade-long career 
in the US, where she built and ran her own studio 
in Fort Lee, New Jersey. 
 
She ultimately wrote, produced, or directed 1,000 
films, including 150 with synchronised sound made 
during the ‘silent’ era. She produced films in varied 
genres including comedies, westerns, and dramas, 
and tackled groundbreaking subject matter such 
as child abuse, immigration, planned parenthood, 
and female empowerment. She also made the 
earliest known surviving narrative film with an all-

black cast, A Fool and His Money (1912). 
 
The documentary’s cowriter/director/producer, 
Pamela B Green, has dedicated more than eight 
years of research to discovering the real story of 
Alice Guy-Blaché – not only highlighting her 
pioneering contributions to the birth of cinema, 
but also her acclaim as a creative force and 
entrepreneur in the earliest years of moviemaking. 
Guy-Blaché’s descendents gave the filmmakers full 
access to her personal archive, including papers, 
photos, and diaries. Green unearthed rare footage 
of televised interviews and long-archived audio 
interviews that are heard here for the first time. 
They afford Guy-Blaché the chance to tell her own 
story. 
 
This is Green’s first feature film as director. She is 
primarily known within the film and TV industry for 
her work creating main titles and motion graphics, 
with almost 200 credits to her name on IMDb, 
including The Kingdom 
(2007), The Muppets 
(2011), and Jason Bourne 
(2016). Her interest in Guy-
Blaché began after 
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supporter was Robert Redford, who she knew 
from working on his films. Perhaps surprisingly, 
Hugh Hefner was her biggest single donor. To 
help find further funding, Green turned to 
crowdfunding platform Kickstarter, where she 
raised over $200,000 from 3,840 individual 
backers. The extensive cast of on-screen 
contributors include Agnès Varda, Ava 
DuVernay, Patty Jenkins, Ben Kingsley, Kathleen 
Turner, Gale Anne Hurd, Geena Davis, Julie 
Delpy, Andy Samberg, Marjane Satrapi, Evan 
Rachel Wood, Julie Taymor, Catherine 
Hardwicke, and IMDb Awards judge James 
Bobin. 
 

watching a TV series about pioneering women in 
cinema. Green was surprised that, even working 
within the industry, she had never heard of this 
early pioneer so decided to do something about it. 
In her director’s statement, Green says that Alice 
was ‘a creative force, entrepreneur, leader, and 
mentor in a new field that she helped pioneer. This 
film is the celebration of a woman who was there 
at the beginning of moving pictures, at the 
intersection of innovation, technology, and 
storytelling that later became the entertainment 
industry as we know it today.’ 
 
Green managed to secure plenty of support within 
the industry to tell Guy-Blaché’s story. Her first 
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You may also like… 
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Afghanistan, 1989: teenager Qodratollah is selling cinema 
tickets when he is snagged by the police and taken to an 
orphanage-cum-borstal. His only chance is to form alliances if 
he doesn’t want to be bullied. All the while, his passion for 
Bollywood films allows him to escape into an imaginary world 
where his fantasies come true. Part of a five-film series 
inspired by writer-director Sadat’s friend’s diaries. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 A year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival, shown monthly (from January to May and 
September to December) at the stylish Walcot House, with 
an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. A wonderful 
opportunity to watch mind-expanding films together and 
then talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


