
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ai Weiwei is a contemporary artist and activist and 
this latest documentary, made in collaboration 
with San Francisco gallerist and curator Cheryl 
Haines, centres on his exhibition @Large, which 
transformed the former Alcatraz penitentiary into 
an expression of socially engaged art. 
  
Her first time directing a film, Haines strongly 
believes art can be a catalyst for change and a 
means of communicating ideas on a broad scale. 
As part of the exhibition, she assisted in the 
curation of 176 Lego portraits of political prisoners 
from around the world, with visitors being 
encouraged to write postcards to their prisoner of 
choice. No stranger to controversy, Ai Weiwei has 
been openly critical of the Chinese government’s 
attitude towards democracy and human rights, 
and most of the construction of his work for 
@Large was done while he was under house 
arrest. 
  
With this exhibition, Ai Weiwei aimed to inspire 
viewers to actively participate in the struggle for 
human rights by helping those who have been 
imprisoned for their political beliefs despite 
expressing themselves peacefully. Knowing first 

hand the experience of being stripped of one’s 
right to communicate, Ai Weiwei felt it important 
to provide political prisoners with the means to 
have their voices heard. 
  
@Large was the first large-scale exhibition 
organised on Alcatraz Island, now a national park 
and popular tourist destination. The location was 
chosen as a dramatic space primarily for its links to 
Native American history, with the idea that the 
exhibition’s themes would relate to ‘Alcatraz’s 
shabby 19th-century record of imprisoning Hopi 
Native Americans who refused to be 
“Americanised” in their education, and also honour 
the Native American protest-occupation of 
Alcatraz Island in 1969’ – The Guardian. 
  
The exhibition was a success, with over 900,000 
visitors and almost 100,000 postcards sent to 
prisoners ‘such as Chelsea Manning, the former US 
soldier imprisoned for disclosing documents to 
Wikileaks, and John 
Kiriakou, the former CIA 
analyst and anti-water-
boarding campaigner, 
imprisoned for disclosing 
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witness to the experiences of his late father, Ai 
Qing, a dissident poet who was forcibly removed 
by the Chinese government and placed in a 
remote labour camp with his wife and small 
children. ‘We had no intention of making a film,’ 
Haines told Observer. ‘It wasn’t until Ai Weiwei 
shared with me the inspiration for Yours Truly, 
which was his father receiving a postcard when 
they were in exile. It was only at that moment 
when I felt there was a story to be told.’  
 

information to a reporter’ – The Guardian. Perhaps 
proof of the exhibition’s far reach, several of the 
persons featured were released afterwards, 
including Ai Weiwei himself. The film follows some 
of the postcards around the world as the director 
meets with former prisoners of conscience and 
their families to discuss their feelings in relation to 
them. The reciprocal feeling of purpose the exhibit 
promotes is a testament to the power of small acts 
of kindness. 
  
The film is also deeply rooted in Ai Weiwei’s 
personal life, his inspiration for the exhibit (and 
perhaps his life’s work) stemming from being a 
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Accompanied with live improvised organ music by David 
Bednall, this beautifully filmed silent drama is the 
masterpiece of Olga Preobrazhenskaya, one of the world’s first 
female directors. Its humanistic narrative portrays characters 
as individual people, rather than the social archetypes found 
in the polemics of Eisenstein or Pudovkin. The story is 
microcosmic and anthropological, although intimations of 
WW1 and the 1917 revolution are always present. A rare 
chance to catch a compelling glimpse of Russia on the cusp 
of seismic change. 

FilmBath FilmClub 
 The most common feedback we get is, “more films please!” 
We hear you and have come up with a wonderful solution: a 
year-round programme of the kinds of films we screen at 
the festival. These will be shown monthly (from January to 
May and September to December) at the stylish Walcot 
House, with an optional movie-themed dinner after the film. 
 
FilmBath FilmClub is a wonderful opportunity to watch 
mind-expanding films together and then have the space 
and time to talk about the film afterwards. 
 
For more information, visit filmbath.org.uk/filmclub 


